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   Collection      Saturday 8 May - Sunday 20 June
      An exhibition of the most collectable contemporary makers in the South West
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As its name suggests, the new exhibition at The Devon Guild of Craftsmen brings together the most collectable contemporary makers in the region. They include Rachael Woodman (glass) Tim Andrews and Peter Randall-Page whose huge granite ‘Seed’ at The Eden Project brought him international renown. Chosen for being seen as the ‘best in the West’ their talent and passion for crafts should inspire everyone who sees their new work.
All the designer objects in Collection are for sale and their unique status of being hand-crafted and sometimes even functional (Matthew Burt’s ‘Vase Cabinet’), will raise questions about how buyers might evaluate art and what makes an object collectable or 'special' to the viewer. Eric Knowles (of Bonhams, ‘The Antiques Roadshow’ and evaluator of fine and decorative arts) will open the exhibition on 7 May, after giving an illustrated talk about his colourful career as an expert on collectable objects.

The popularity of ‘The Antiques Roadshow’ proves our widespread interest in owning or finding something unique and handmade to adorn, symbolise or decorate - whether it is an old watch, a decanter or a special piece to hang on the wall. To a collector part of the joy of collecting can be the discovery that there is more to add to the hoard – and if new artists are recognised and become esteemed in their life-time, they are able to input greater commitment to producing quality design and handwork.

The Devon Guild of craftsmen hopes to encourage the activity of collecting and its curator says: ‘Collectors can be individuals, corporations or major institutions. Having something beautiful to keep or display can be a private or public act – from buying for the home to acquiring work for a gallery or museum. With this fantastic work right on our doorstep, we want to develop the collectors’ market for contemporary craft from the South West which will be prized and loved in years to come.’ 
Exhibitors: include Tim Andrews, Svend Bayer, Dail Behennah, Matthew Burt, Jilly Edwards, Malcolm Martin & Gaynor Dowling, Eleanor Glover, Matthew Harris, Peter Randall-Page, Syann van Niftrik, Rachael Woodman.
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RELATED EVENTS: 

Friday 7 May  2.30 – 4pm ‘An Afternoon with Eric Knowles’ (from the Antiques Roadshow)

The Methodist Church, Fore Street, Bovey Tracey, TQ13 9AD 
Eric Knowles, the expert on all things antique will give a talk about his interests and experiences to the audience with an informal question session. Eric will also open the Guild exhibition ‘Collection’ at 6 pm.

Book talk in advance. Price £12 (£10 Members, Associates, Friends). 
Contact T: 01626 832223  E: devonguild@crafts.org.uk   W: www.crafts.org.uk
PRESS: CD of images and further artist details available. Contact: Simon Williams (Marketing Officer) simon.williams@crafts.org.uk for further material or images of the exhibitors’ work, contact Saffron Wynne (Exhibitions Officer) saffron.wynne@crafts.org.uk for more information about the exhibition.
The Devon Guild of Craftsmen is the largest contemporary craft centre in the South West and a membership organisation for craftspeople from the region. Housed in a converted Mill on the edge of Dartmoor, the gallery exhibits work by designers and makers of national and international standing. The Guild is also an educational charity which aims to educate and inspire new makers and designers through its regular programme of activities in schools and the community.
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