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Press Release

Yakimono 2      

15 July – 15 August 2010
Japanese ceramic art and cultural events 
The Devon Guild of Craftsmen, Bovey Tracey, Devon TQ13 9AF
The Devon Guild of Craftsmen is turning Japanese again. ‘Yakimono 2’ is a follow up to their first popular 2008 exhibition of Japanese ceramic art.
Two years ago the Devon Guild invited four Japanese based potters to exhibit at the Devon Guild of Craftsmen in Bovey Tracey, where visitors could get a glimpse of the richness of Japanese ceramics.  After successful sponsorship bids to The Japan Foundation and The Sasakawa Foundation (Great Britain), a renewed invitation has been extended this year to Tomoko Okuda and Peter Seabridge from Tokoname and Taketoshi Ota and Masahiro Kumagae from Kyushu. Their stunning pots, which are mainly functional and include tea-ceremony wares, will be on show at the Guild for a whole month. The potters themselves are sharing their knowledge and skills with masterclasses, demonstrations and free tea ceremony events, all designed to give visitors an insight into Japanese ceramics and culture. 

Yakimono means ‘fired things’ and is the general term for ‘pottery’ in Japan. There is a very rich tradition of ceramics from the country with each region having its own style based around locally available materials.  Ota is from the old pottery village of Koishiwara and his work uses traditional decorating techniques such as ‘hakeme’ (brush pattern) and ‘tobiganna’ (chattering) with slips. Kumagae is from the same area and his loose thrown forms and textured slab pots are ideal for presenting contemporary Japanese/Asian/fusion cuisine.

Okuda is from Tokoname (Aichi), also a traditional pottery region.  She makes simple domestic ware and slab-built lamps with pierced clay which create wonderful shadow patterns. Seabridge is also based there and his loosely thrown, wood-fired pots show how different woods and clays used in the kiln create individual styles. His pots subtly combine Japanese and Western influences from his English roots.

All four of the potters will take part in various events for the public based around their exhibition, Yakimono 2. See details below for bookings (01626 832223 www.crafts.org.uk):

EVENTS: 
Saturday 17 July 10am-4pm

‘Meet the Makers’ Yakimono 2 - Japanese Ceramic Art 

Join us for a Japanese-inspired day at the Riverside Mill where you can meet the exhibitors of Yakimono 2 and talk to them about their work .  There will be demonstrations of origami, calligraphy and three people will be selected for an authentic Tea Ceremony. Jade Pavillions will create traditional oriental garden features in our courtyard. FREE. Open daily, 10-5.30 pm.
The Devon Guild of Craftsmen, Riverside Mill, Bovey Tracey, Devon TQ13 9AF
01626 832223  devonguild@crafts.org.uk   www.crafts.org.uk
Date: 27 July 2010 2.30-5 pm
Japanese Tea Ceremonies 

Three ceremonies take place between 2.30-3.30pm and three between 4-5pm. Up to three people can attend each ceremony. FREE but essential to book your place. Kindly sponsored by ‘Japan Garden’ www.JapanGarden.co.uk At The Devon Guild of Craftsmen, Riverside Mill, Bovey Tracey, Devon TQ13 9AF
01626 832223  www.crafts.org.uk    devonguild@crafts.org.uk
Thursday 29 July 10am—4pm

Japanese Pottery Masterclass (nr. Totnes)   

Learn from the potters themselves about Japanese techniques of throwing and decorating.  There will be demonstrations of various making techniques and discussion. Rattery Village Hall, nr. Totnes. £20. Bookings: 01647 440708 (Penny Simpson) 

Saturday 31 July 10am-4pm

Japanese Ceramic Demo and Discussion Day (Leach Pottery)

A day in the inspiring setting of The Leach Pottery. Learn about Japanese ceramic techniques with demonstrations from the Devon Guild ‘Yakimono 2’ potters. £20 (St Ives, TR26 2HE.) Bookings: 01736799703 office@leachpottery.com  http://www.leachpottery.com

PRESS: Further details available contact: Simon Williams (Marketing Officer) HTUsimon.williams@crafts.org.ukUTH For more information on Japanese events (‘Yakimono’)  contact tam.holman@crafts.org.uk and see www.crafts.org.uk/craft-focus-exhibition.aspx

The Devon Guild of Craftsmen is the largest contemporary craft centre in the South West and a membership organisation for craftspeople from the region. Housed in the grade II listed Riverside Mill on the edge of Dartmoor, the gallery exhibits work by designers and makers of national and international standing. The Guild is also an educational charity which aims to educate and inspire new makers and designers through its regular programme of activities in schools and the community.
Riverside Mill, Bovey Tracey, Devon TQ13 9AF 01626 832223  TUwww.crafts.org.ukUTH    
Registered charity no. 296568                                  
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Images:  Bowl by Taketoshi Ota
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